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The kharaj is levied only on the lands which come under
the description of kharaj lands, as explained in the last sec-
tion, and is of two kinds, the proportional kharaj (kharaj
muqasamah) and the fixed kharaj (kharaj wazlfah or mu-
wazsaf).'1

The Proportional Kharaj consists in a proportion of the
produce of the ground, like one-half, one-third, one-fourth,
or one-fifth of the same. The Kharaj wazvfah, on the con-
trary, is a fixed charge on the ground, at so much of natural
produce or money per unit area or per tree.

The kharaj is levied on land irrespective of whether the
owner is a minor or adult, free or slave (mukatab), man or
woman, Moslem or infidel. Consequently if the dhimmi
owner of the land is converted to Islam, or if he sells his
land to a Moslem, the land is still subject to kharaj. How-
ever, Malik said that in such case the kharaj is remitted
exactly as the jizyah is remitted.

In the case of the fixed kharaj the rates imposed by the
calif Omar on the lands of Sawacl in 'Iraq constitute the

1 Max Van Berchem (p. 53), inferring from al-Baladhuri's use of the
word muqdta'ah, distinguishes a third kind of khardj, the kharaj
muqata'ah. <He means by it the khardj paid as a lump sum by certain
tributary provinces, especially such of them as were on the border of
the Moslem empire and had been able to preserve their autonomy. On
the other hand, according to the Persian commentary of al-Mawardi's
al-Ahkdm al-Sultdniyyah (Mawardi, pp. 33 et seq. of the notes) the
word muqdta'ah denotes the lump sum agreed upon to be paid yearly
to the state by individuals in consideration of (public) lands made over
to them by the state. The commentary adds that this procedure was
followed as regards waste lands which needed development or villages
and estates which needed improvement. The 'Alamkiriyydh (vol. ii,
p. 344) seems to use the word in this second sense when it says that
the imdm may give away, in the form of muqdta'ah, khardj lands aban-
doned by their owners. The standard books on fiqh do not discuss
either one of these two meanings of muqdta'ah. The only reference
to it which I have come across is in the Jdmi* (p. 331) to the effect
that the khardj wazlfah is also called khardj muqdta'ah. For definitions
of terms pertaining to tax administration, see Mafdtih (pp. 58-62.)